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James B. Nicholson
Chairman of the Board of Directors
Handleman Company
500 Kirts Boulevard
Troy, MI 48084
September 5, 2008
Dear Shareholders:
We cordially invite you to attend our 2008 annual meeting of shareholders. We will hold the meeting on Wednesday,
October 1, 2008, at 11:00 a.m., Eastern Time, at the Somerset Inn, 2601 West Big Beaver, Troy, Michigan 48084.
At this meeting, you will be asked to approve the plan of liquidation and dissolution (the �Plan of Liquidation�) of
Handleman Company (�Handleman� or the �Company�). If the Plan of Liquidation is approved, Handleman will sell its
remaining assets, discharge its liabilities, wind up its affairs, and distribute any proceeds of the liquidation remaining
thereafter pro rata to its shareholders.
This meeting is particularly significant in that shareholders must approve the Plan of Liquidation in order for
Handleman to be authorized to complete the liquidation of its assets and make any final distribution to its
shareholders. It is important that your shares are voted at this meeting.
Please vote your shares regardless of whether you plan to attend in person. We are pleased to offer multiple options
for voting your shares. As detailed in the �Questions and Answers� section of the Proxy Statement (Appendix A) you
can vote using any of the following methods: sign and date the proxy card or voting instruction card and return it in
the prepaid envelope; vote by telephone or the Internet; or vote in person at the meeting.

Sincerely,

James B. Nicholson
Chairman of the Board of Directors
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HANDLEMAN COMPANY
NOTICE OF THE 2008

ANNUAL MEETING OF SHAREHOLDERS
To Be Held October 1, 2008

The Annual Meeting of Shareholders of Handleman Company (the �Company�) will be held on Wednesday, October 1,
2008 at 11:00 a.m. Eastern Time, at the Somerset Inn, 2601 West Big Beaver Road, Troy, Michigan 48084. The
proposals to be voted on at the Annual Meeting are as follows:

1. The election of two Directors. Nominees are:
Eugene A. Miller
Adam D. Sexton

2. To approve the proposed Plan of Liquidation and Dissolution, a copy of which is set forth in Appendix C (the
�Plan of Liquidation�) to the accompanying proxy statement;

3. To authorize Handleman Company�s board of directors (the �Board of Directors�) or its Chairman of the Board,
in their discretion, to adjourn or postpone the meeting for further solicitation of proxies if there are not
sufficient votes at the originally scheduled time of the meeting to approve proposal 2;

4. To ratify the appointment of Grant Thornton LLP as the Company�s independent registered public accounting
firm for the fiscal year ending May 2, 2009; and

5. To transact such other business as may properly come before the Annual Meeting and any adjournment thereof.
The Board of Directors recommends a vote �FOR� its nominees for Directors, �FOR� approval of the Plan of
Liquidation, �FOR� authorization of the adjournment proposal and �FOR� the ratification of the Audit
Committee�s appointment of Grant Thornton LLP as the Company�s independent registered public accounting
firm for the fiscal year ending May 2, 2009. The Board or proxy holders will use their discretion on other
matters that may arise at the Annual Meeting.
The record date for determination of the shareholders entitled to notice of, and to vote at, the Annual Meeting, or any
adjournment thereof, was August 4, 2008.
If you have any questions about the Annual Meeting, please contact:
Corporate Secretary
Handleman Company
500 Kirts Boulevard
Troy, MI 48084
248-362-4400
By Order of the Handleman Company Board of Directors

1
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HANDLEMAN COMPANY
500 Kirts Boulevard

Troy, Michigan 48084

PROXY STATEMENT FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING OF SHAREHOLDERS
To Be Held October 1, 2008

GENERAL INFORMATION
The approximate mailing date for this Proxy Statement and the proxy is September 5, 2008. A copy of the Annual
Report of the Company for the fiscal year ended May 3, 2008 accompanies this Notice.
It is important that your shares be represented at the meeting. We encourage you to read the Proxy Statement and vote
your shares as soon as possible. The proxy is solicited by the Board of Directors of the Company. The shares
represented by valid proxies in the enclosed form will be voted if received in time for the Annual Meeting. Expenses
incurred in connection with the solicitation of proxies will be paid by the Company and may include requests by mail
and personal contact by its directors, officers and employees. In addition, the Company has retained BNY Mellon
Investor Services LLC, 480 Washington Boulevard, 29th Floor, Jersey City, NJ 07310 to aid in the solicitation of
proxies from brokers, banks and other nominees at a fee not to exceed $5,500 plus out-of-pocket expenses. The
Company will reimburse brokers or other nominees for their expenses in forwarding proxy materials to shareholders.
Any person giving a proxy has the power to revoke it at any time before it is voted.
For additional information regarding voting your shares, see �Questions and Answers,� which is attached as
Appendix A.

VOTING SECURITIES
Only shareholders of record of $.01 par value common stock (the �Common Stock�) at the close of business on
August 4, 2008 are entitled to notice of, and to vote at, the meeting or at any adjournment or adjournments thereof,
each share having one vote. As of August 4, 2008, the date of record, the Company had issued and outstanding
20,450,893 shares of Common Stock.

2
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I. ELECTION OF DIRECTORS
The Board of Directors is divided into three classes. At each Annual Meeting, the term of one class expires. Directors
in each class serve for three-year terms, or until the Director�s resignation, removal or retirement. Two Directors are to
be elected by shareholders at the 2008 Annual Meeting. The Board has nominated Eugene A. Miller and Adam D.
Sexton to be elected for three-year terms expiring in 2011. Two Directors whose terms expire at the 2008 Annual
Meeting, P. Daniel Miller and Irvin D. Reid, have chosen not to stand for re-election. In order to distribute directors as
evenly as possible among the three classes, Adam D. Sexton who was first elected to the Board of Directors at the
September 5, 2007 Annual Shareholders� Meeting for a term to expire at the 2009 Annual Meeting, has been
nominated to serve a three-year term expiring in 2011.
Following each Director�s name is (1) the year he or she was first elected a Director, (2) his or her age as of the date of
the Annual Meeting, and (3) an account of the Director�s business experience.
Nominees for Terms to Expire at the 2011 Annual Meeting:

Eugene A. Miller Director since 2002
Age 70

Mr. Miller served as Chairman of the Board of Comerica Incorporated and Comerica Bank from January 2002
through his retirement in October 2002. From June 1999 through December 2001, Mr. Miller served as Chairman,
President and Chief Executive Officer of Comerica Incorporated and Comerica Bank. From June 1993 until
June 1999, Mr. Miller served as Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Comerica Incorporated and Comerica Bank.
Mr. Miller�s banking career began in 1955 with The Detroit Bank, forerunner of Comerica Bank. He rose to chairman,
president and chief executive officer of Comerica Incorporated and Comerica Bank prior to the merger of Comerica
Incorporated and Manufacturers National Corporation. Mr. Miller earned a bachelor of business administration degree
with honors from the Detroit Institute of Technology. Mr. Miller is also a director of DTE Energy, Inc., TriMas
Corporation and Amerisure Companies.

Adam D. Sexton Director since 2007
Age 44

Mr. Sexton has over 15 years of experience in marketing and management in the mobile, music, and technology
industries. Mr. Sexton currently serves as Chief Marketing Officer of Skyfire, developer of the first mobile browser
that delivers full PC internet performance on mobile phones. Prior to Skyfire, Mr. Sexton held the position of Chief
Marketing Officer at Groove Mobile, Inc., a world leader in over-the-air download music stores, whose clients
included Sprint, 3UK, Vodafone, and Bell Mobility. Prior to joining Groove Mobile, Mr. Sexton was employed by
Macrovision, Supertracks, Arista Records, EMI Records and BMG International where he held various executive
positions. Mr. Sexton holds a BA degree in Government from Harvard College and an MBA in
Marketing/Management from Columbia Business School.  

THE BOARD RECOMMENDS THAT YOU VOTE �FOR� ITS NOMINEES
3
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CONTINUING DIRECTORS
Directors Whose Terms Expire at the 2009 Annual Meeting:

James B. Nicholson Director since 1991
Age 65

Mr. Nicholson has served as President, Chief Executive Officer and Director of PVS Chemicals, Inc. since 1979. PVS
manufactures, markets and distributes chemicals for water treatment and industrial use. Operations include six
manufacturing facilities and a highly diversified product distribution network. In addition to an extensive customer
base in the United States, PVS has established itself in markets throughout the world, most notably in Belgium,
Canada and Thailand. A 1965 graduate of Stanford University, Mr. Nicholson holds an undergraduate degree in
Economics. He earned an MBA degree from the University of Chicago in 1967 and an MS degree in Economics from
the London (England) School of Economics in 1968. Mr. Nicholson worked at the London, England branch of the
First National Bank of Chicago from 1967 to 1970. From 1970 to 1972, he was manager of a Dublin, Ireland office of
the same bank. In 1972, Mr. Nicholson joined PVS as a Vice President and assumed the additional duties of Treasurer
in 1977. He became President of PVS in 1979 and has served as Chief Executive Officer since that date.
Mr. Nicholson is Chairman of the Board of Amerisure Companies.

Lloyd E. Reuss Director since 1993
Age 71

Mr. Reuss served as General Motors Corporation�s Executive Vice President of New Vehicles and Systems from
April 1992 until January 1993. Mr. Reuss served as President of General Motors Corporation from August 1990 until
April 1992. Mr. Reuss retired from GM in January 1993 after 36 years of service. In January 1993 he became a
member of the GM Corporate Advisory Council. In May 1993, he was named the Executive Dean of the Center for
Advanced Technologies at Focus: HOPE in Detroit, Michigan where he serves without compensation. In his capacity
as Executive Dean, Mr. Reuss also serves as the Chairman of the Coalition for New Manufacturing Education and on
the steering committee for the Focus: HOPE Capital Campaign. Mr. Reuss received a BSME degree from the
University of Missouri in 1957. He is also a graduate of the Senior Executive Course at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. In April 1992, Mr. Reuss received the Engineering Society of Detroit Foundation�s prestigious Leadership
Award and was honored for his significant contributions to the engineering profession and his outstanding leadership
in the fields of science and engineering. In February 1995, Mr. Reuss received the Society of Automotive Engineer�s
Medal of Honor for his leadership in technical and educational activities. Mr. Reuss is also a director of International
Speedway Corporation and U.S. Sugar Corporation.
Directors Whose Terms Expire at the 2010 Annual Meeting:

Elizabeth A. Chappell Director since 1999
Age 50

Ms. Chappell has served as President and Chief Executive Officer of the Detroit Economic Club since April 2002.
From January 2001 until April 2002, Ms. Chappell served as a business consultant in private practice. Ms. Chappell
served as Executive Vice President � Corporate Communications and Investor Relations of Compuware Corporation
from January 2000 to January 2001. Ms. Chappell was formerly President and Chief Executive Officer of The
Chappell Group Inc., a consulting firm she founded in 1995 that specialized in strategic planning, organizational
development, sales and marketing strategies and the design of customer centered processes. Prior to forming The
Chappell Group, Ms. Chappell was employed by AT&T where she held several positions of varying responsibility.
Her last position with AT&T was Global Service Vice President. Ms. Chappell holds a BA degree in Marketing from
Michigan State University. Ms. Chappell also attended the Executive Management Program at the University of
California, Berkeley. Ms. Chappell is also a director of American Axle and Manufacturing.

4
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Ralph J. Szygenda Director since 2003
Age 60

Mr. Szygenda has served as Group Vice President and Chief Information Officer of General Motors Corporation since
January 2000. Mr. Szygenda joined General Motors Corporation in June 1996 as Vice President and Chief
Information Officer. Mr. Szygenda is a member of GM�s Automotive Strategy Board and is responsible for the
Information Systems & Services organization. Accountable for the management of all information technology efforts
within General Motors, he is directly responsible for developing and implementing GM�s global digital business
strategy. Before joining GM, Mr. Szygenda was Vice President and Chief Information Officer at Bell Atlantic
Corporation, in Arlington, Virginia, a position he held since June 1993. His main initiatives involved reengineering
Bell Atlantic�s business processes and delivering information systems to meet the new electronic generation.
Mr. Szygenda has been recognized for his business and technology leadership through awards that include Industry
Week�s 2001 Technology Leader of the Year, Information Week�s 2002 Chief Information Officer of the Year and
CIO Magazine�s 20/20 Vision Award recognizing his contributions in driving the information age. In 2003, he was
inducted in the CRN Computer Industry Hall of Fame; in 2005, he received the Computerworld Honors Program
Leadership Award; in 2006, he received the Automotive News Industry All Star Award and, in 2007, he was inducted
into the CIO Hall of Fame. Mr. Szygenda holds a BS degree in computer science from the University of
Missouri-Rolla in 1970 and a master�s degree in electrical engineering from the University of Texas in 1975.
Mr. Szygenda also received an honorary professional degree and honorary doctorate degree in engineering from the
University of Missouri-Rolla.

BOARD INFORMATION
Board Meetings:
During the fiscal year ended May 3, 2008, Handleman Company�s Board of Directors (the �Board�) held a total of nine
meetings. During fiscal 2008, each Director of the Company attended at least 75% of the aggregate number of
meetings of the Board and of all committees of the Board on which such Director served. The Annual Meeting of
Shareholders is held in conjunction with a regularly scheduled Board meeting, and Directors are expected to attend.
Eight of the nine Directors attended the September 5, 2007 Annual Meeting.
Handleman Company�s independent Directors met without the Chief Executive Officer seven times during the fiscal
year ended May 3, 2008.
Board Committees:
Audit Committee: The Audit Committee is appointed by the Board of Directors of the Company to provide assistance
to the Board of Directors in fulfilling its oversight responsibility relating to the Company�s financial statements and
financial reporting processes; the systems of internal accounting and financial controls; the internal audit function; the
annual independent audit of the Company�s financial statements; any financially-related legal compliance or ethics
programs as established by the Board; and any other areas specified by the Board of potential significant financial risk
to the Company.
All members of the Audit Committee are financially literate, as the Company�s Board has interpreted such
qualification in its business judgment. The Board of Directors has determined that Eugene A. Miller satisfies the
standard for �audit committee financial expert� in compliance with the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002.
The Audit Committee Charter is available on the Company�s website, www.handleman.com, under Investor
Relations/Corporate Governance.
The Audit Committee held five meetings during the fiscal year ended May 3, 2008. Members: Mr. Eugene A. Miller,
Chairman, Ms. Elizabeth A. Chappell, Dr. Irvin D. Reid and Mr. Ralph J. Szygenda.

5
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Corporate Governance and Nominating Committee: The Corporate Governance and Nominating Committee
considers the performance of incumbent Directors and makes recommendations to the Board for nominees for election
as Directors. The Corporate Governance and Nominating Committee also considers nominees for Directors
recommended by shareholders. Recommendations for the 2009 Annual Meeting of Shareholders should be submitted
to the attention of the Chairman of the Corporate Governance and Nominating Committee at the Company�s executive
offices no later than May 8, 2009. The Board of Directors has adopted corporate governance guidelines recommended
by the Committee. The Committee annually reviews and monitors the guidelines.
The guidelines establish corporate governance standards, outline the respective responsibilities of management and
the Board and provide a process for evaluating the performance of the Board. A copy of the guidelines is attached as
Appendix B to this Proxy Statement. The Board believes that it is important that the Company�s shareholders and
others are able to review its corporate governance practices. Accordingly, the Company publishes its Corporate
Governance Guidelines and Code of Business Conduct and Ethics on the Company�s website, www.handleman.com,
under Investor Relations/Corporate Governance.
The Corporate Governance and Nominating Committee Charter is available on the Company�s website,
www.handleman.com, under Investor Relations/Corporate Governance.
The Corporate Governance and Nominating Committee held six meetings during the fiscal year ended May 3, 2008.
Members: Mr. Lloyd E. Reuss, Chairman, Mr. Eugene A. Miller, Mr. P. Daniel Miller, Mr. James B. Nicholson, and
Dr. Irvin D. Reid.
Corporate Governance and Nominating Committee Process for Identifying and Evaluating Nominees:
The Directors and the Corporate Governance and Nominating Committee (the �Committee�) are responsible for
recommending candidates for membership on the Board. In assessing potential new Directors, the Committee
considers individuals from various disciplines and diverse professional backgrounds. The Committee considers Board
candidates based upon various criteria, such as their broad-based business skills and experiences, a global business
and social perspective, concern for the interests of the shareholders, and personal integrity and judgment. In addition,
Directors must have time available to devote to Board activities. To assist in the identification and evaluation of
qualified director candidates the Company has, on occasion, engaged the services of a search firm.
Compensation Committee: The duties of the Compensation Committee are: recommending to the Board of Directors
the remuneration arrangements for senior management; recommending to the Board of Directors compensation plans
in which officers are eligible to participate; recommending to the Board of Directors director compensation programs;
and granting stock options, performance shares, performance units and restricted stock awards under the Company�s
Stock Plans. The functions of the Compensation Committee are listed in the Compensation Committee Charter. The
Compensation Committee Charter is available on the Company�s website, www.handleman.com, under Investor
Relations/Corporate Governance.
The Compensation Committee held six meetings during the fiscal year ended May 3, 2008. Members: Mr. James B.
Nicholson, Chairman, Ms. Elizabeth A. Chappell and Mr. Lloyd E. Reuss.
Corporate Governance Documents:
The Audit Committee, Corporate Governance and Nominating Committee and Compensation Committee Charters,
Corporate Governance Guidelines and Code of Business Conduct and Ethics are available in print to any shareholder
or interested party who requests them by contacting the Corporate Secretary, Handleman Company, 500 Kirts Blvd.,
Troy, MI 48084.

6
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Communications with the Board:
Shareholders may communicate with the Chairman of the Board or with the non-employee Directors as a group by
sending a letter by regular or express mail addressed to the Corporate Secretary, Handleman Company, 500 Kirts
Blvd., Troy, MI 48084, Attention: Chairman of the Board or Non-Employee Directors. All such non-frivolous
correspondence sent to that address will be delivered to those Directors on a quarterly basis, unless management
determines by individual case that it should be sent more promptly. All correspondence to Directors will be
acknowledged by the Corporate Secretary and may also be forwarded within Handleman Company to the subject
matter expert for attention and/or investigation if appropriate.
The process of communicating with the Chairman of the Board or with the non-employee Directors as a group, as
outlined above, is not limited to shareholders and may be utilized by interested parties who wish to communicate with
the Chairman of the Board or with the non-employee Directors as a group.
Certain Relationships and Related Transactions:
Payments to AP Services, LLC
Mr. Albert Koch, the President and Chief Executive Officer of the Company, has served in those capacities since
November 2007 through the Company�s engagement of AP Services, LLC (�AP Services�), a Michigan limited liability
company. AP Services is affiliated with AlixPartners, a financial advisory firm, of which Mr. Koch is Vice Chairman
and has served as a Managing Director since 1995 and partner since 2007. Upon commencement of the agreement a
retainer of $250,000 was paid to AP Services to be applied against expenses of AP Services� personnel upon the
completion of the engagement.
During the fiscal year ended May 3, 2008, Handleman Company paid $1,273,439 (exclusive of the retainer noted
above and the success fee discussed below) to AP Services for interim management services provided by AP Services�
personnel, including the services of its employee, Albert Koch. Mr. Koch is a partner in AlixPartners and thus an
indirect equity owner in AP Services. His ownership in AP Services amounts to less than 10% of its total equity.
Per the agreement with AP Services Handleman also agreed to pay AP Services a success fee that is equal to 5% (five
percent) of the increase in shareholder market capitalization from the inception the agreement through the payment
due date. Approximately $113,124 was accrued by the Company as of May 3, 2008 for the success fee. On May 29,
2008, Handleman and AP Services amended their agreement with respect to the success fee. The Amendment
provides that in lieu of the success fee previously agreed to, Handleman will pay AP Services a success fee based on
5% (five percent) of the fair value of cash and/or other assets that is distributed to shareholders. The success fee shall
be paid in cash, concurrent with the date or dates that distributions are made to Handleman�s shareholders.
Section 16(a) Beneficial Ownership Reporting Compliance:
Federal securities law requires that Directors and Executive Officers of the Company must report to the Securities and
Exchange Commission and the Company, within certain periods, the number of shares of the Company�s equity
securities they own and any changes in such ownership. Based upon information furnished by the Directors and
Executive Officers, all required Section 16(a) filings for fiscal year 2008 have been made in a timely manner.

7
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COMPENSATION OF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
The Company�s Compensation Committee of the Board of Directors (�Committee�) administers the Company�s executive
compensation program. As reflected in its charter, the Committee has overall responsibility for setting the Chief
Executive Officer�s (�CEO�) compensation and for approving, with the recommendation of the CEO, the executive
officers� compensation packages including the Chief Financial Officer (�CFO�).
The compensation of the CEO has been determined pursuant to the Company�s agreement with AP Services, LLP,
which is described under �Certain Relationships and Related Transactions� on page seven of this proxy statement. The
Committee thus exercises no ongoing discretion with respect to the compensation of the CEO.
The Committee is also responsible for the oversight of the Company�s retirement plans and health and welfare benefit
plans. Additionally, the Committee administers the Company�s various equity compensation plans, and exercises
general oversight over the Company�s compensation practices. A complete description of the Committee�s
responsibilities and functions is set forth in its charter, which can be found on the Company�s website at
www.handleman.com under Investor Relations/Corporate Governance.
To assist the Committee in performing its duties, the Board of Directors has authorized the Committee to retain an
independent compensation consultant, which reports to the Committee Chairperson, to provide consultation on
Committee duties and responsibilities. The Board of Directors granted the Committee the authority to determine the
scope of the consultant�s services and the Committee may terminate the consultant�s engagement at any time. The
consultant reports to the Committee Chairman. For additional information on the Committee�s members and duties, see
�Compensation Committee� on page six of this proxy statement.
Summary Compensation Table
Summary Compensation Table for the Fiscal Year Ended May 3, 2008

Change
Non-Equity in

Stock Option
Incentive

Plan Pension
Salary Bonus Awards AwardsCompensationValue All Other

Fiscal (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9), (19) Compensation Total
Name & Principal Position Year ($) ($) ($) ($) ($) ($) ($) ($)
Albert A. Koch 2008 � � � � � � 588,015 (1) 588,015
President and CEO 2007 � � � � � � � �
Khaled Haram 2008 282,826 68,875 24,930 � � � 26,201 (10) 402,832
Senior VP and CFO (18) 2007 250,000 125,000 112,994 � � � 419,636 (11) 907,630
Mark Albrecht � Senior VP
Human Resources and
Organizational 2008 224,231 27,500 64,324 � � 5,235 36,967 (12) 358,257
Development 2007 217,644 � 128,020 28,830 22,000 31,204 21,456 (13) 449,154
Former Executive Officers
of the Company:
Stephen Strome � Former 2008 584,308 � 253,406 7,025 � 373,815 1,138,779 (14) 2,357,333
Chairman and CEO (2) 2007 713,269 � 508,954 79,949 � 609,580 58,798 (15) 1,970,550
Thomas C. Braum, Jr. �
Former 2008 305,346 63,750 57,934 � � 26,307 90,830 (16) 544,167
Executive VP and CFO (3) 2007 329,230 � 199,587 19,977 � 136,091 19,820 (17) 704,705

(1) Mr. Koch is not
a Handleman
Company
employee. AP
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Services, LLC,
a subsidiary of
AlixPartners,
LLP, provided
his services to
us under
contract. The
amount shown
under �All Other
Compensation� is
the amount
expensed in
fiscal 2008 for
fees to AP
Services, LLC
for Mr. Koch�s
services in all
capacities.
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(2) On
November 28,
2007, Handleman
Company
(�Handleman�)
announced that
on November 27,
2007, it accepted
the resignation of
Mr. Stephen
Strome as Chief
Executive Officer
and as a member
of the Board of
Directors.
Handleman and
Mr. Strome
entered into a
Consulting
Agreement dated
November 27,
2007 (�Consulting
Agreement�). For
his consulting
services that
begin January 7,
2008 and end on
March 31, 2010,
Handleman will
pay Mr. Strome
$506,667
annually.
Handleman also
paid Mr. Strome
$800,000 in
exchange for his
agreement not to
work for any
business that
competes with
Handleman or
solicits
Handleman
employees.
Mr. Strome is
also eligible for
his full payout, if
any is awarded,
pursuant to his
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outstanding
award under
Handleman�s
Long Term
Incentive Plan for
the May 1, 2005
through May 3,
2008
performance
period, the
May 1, 2006
through May 2,
2009
performance
period and the
April 29, 2007
through May 1,
2010
performance
period if
performance
goals are met
(see� Outstanding
Equity Awards as
of Fiscal Year
End May 3,
2008�).
Handleman will
also maintain Mr.
Strome�s
healthcare
benefits until
June 30, 2011.

(3) On February 18,
2008, Handleman
announced that it
accepted the
resignation of
Mr. Thomas C.
Braum, Jr. from
his position as
Handleman�s
Executive VP
and Chief
Financial Officer
and that Mr.
Khaled Haram
would serve as
Handleman�s
Senior VP and
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Chief Financial
Officer.
Handleman
agreed to provide
Mr. Braum with
salary and health
benefits for a
severance period
of 36 weeks �
from
February 18,
2008 through
October 24, 2008
and with
professional
outplacement
services. In
addition,
Handleman
agreed to provide
Mr. Braum a
payment under
the Long-Term
Incentive Plan for
the May 1, 2005
through May 3,
2008
performance
period if
performance
goals are met
(refer to
�Outstanding
Equity Awards as
of Fiscal Year
End May 3,
2008�).
Handleman also
agreed to provide
Mr. Braum a
payment under
the Company�s
Management
Incentive Plan,
should results
warrant a payout.

(4) Reflects salary
earned in fiscal
2008.
Mr. Haram�s base
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salary was
increased to
$290,000 upon
his promotion to
Senior VP and
CFO. Upon the
date of his
resignation
Mr. Haram�s
salary was
$400,000.
Mr. Albrecht�s
base salary was
$220,000.
Mr. Strome�s base
salary prior to his
retirement was
$720,000.
Mr. Braum�s base
salary prior to
leaving the
Company was
$340,000.

(5) On May 22,
2007, Handleman
Company�s
(�Handleman�)
Compensation
Committee
adopted
Handleman
Company�s Key
Employee
Retention Plan
(�KERP�) for
executive officers
and certain other
employees. The
bonus amounts
reported for fiscal
2008 for
Messrs. Albrecht
and Braum
represent KERP
payments made
to them during
the fiscal year.
The bonus
amount shown
for Mr. Haram
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for fiscal 2008
includes a KERP
payment of
$31,250 plus a
discretionary
bonus of
$37,625. The
amount reported
for Khaled
Haram for fiscal
2007 includes a
sign-on bonus of
$50,000 paid in
fiscal 2007 plus a
guaranteed bonus
of $75,000 paid
in July 2007.

(6) Includes full
grant date fair
value of all
stock-based
awards
(including
performance
shares, restricted
stock and
phantom stock).
Grant date fair
value is
computed under
FAS 123(R),
applying same
valuation model
and assumptions
as used for
financial
reporting
purposes.
Assumptions are
disclosed in
Handleman
Company�s
Form 10K under
�Stock Based
Compensation�.

(7) The amount
reported in 2008
for Mr. Strome is
based on the
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option grant
made in
June 2004. The
cost of the stock
option grants are
based on the
grant date fair
value determined
under the
provisions of
Financial
Accounting
Standards Board
Statement of
Financial
accounting
Standards No.
123, Share Based
Payment (FAS
123R). The
June 2004 option
has an exercise
price of $22.46
and a grant-date
fair value of
$8.14. The
assumptions used
in the
Black-Scholes
model to
calculate this
grant-date fair
value were; an
expected life of
5 years, a
volatility rate of
39.47 percent, a
risk-free interest
rate of
3.96 percent and
a dividend yield
of 1.25 percent.

(8) The value in this
column reflects
awards earned
through the
management
incentive plan.

(9)
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Includes annual
change in the
actuarial present
value of
accumulated
pension and
Supplemental
Executive
Retirement Plan
(SERP) benefits
in fiscal 2008.

(10) Includes
company car
benefits, annual
physical benefits,
financial
consulting,
moving costs,
amounts paid for
certain life and
health insurance
benefits and
amounts
contributed to the
named Executive
Officer�s 401(k)
Plan account for
the Company
matching of
employee
contributions of
$7,928; $1,825;
$1,428; $996;
$3,049 and
$10,975
respectively.
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(11) Includes company
car benefits,
annual physical
benefits, amounts
paid for certain
life and health
insurance benefits
and amounts
contributed to the
named Executive
Officer�s 401(k)
Plan account for
the Company
matching of
employee
contributions of
$3,738; $1,825;
$420 and $8,971
respectively. The
amount reported
also includes
moving and
housing costs of
$50,682 and a
sales assistance
loss of $354,000.

(12) Includes company
car benefits,
annual physical
benefits, financial
consulting,
amounts paid for
certain life and
health insurance
benefits, amounts
contributed to the
named Executive
Officer�s 401(k)
Plan account for
the Company
matching of
employee
contributions and
a retirement
account
contribution of
$8,655; $1,500;
$3,809; $3,426;
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$10,594 and
$8,983
respectively.

(13) Includes company
car benefits,
annual physical
benefits, financial
consulting,
amounts paid for
certain life and
health insurance
benefits and
amounts
contributed to the
named Executive
Officer�s 401(k)
Plan account for
the Company
matching of
employee
contributions of
$8,750; $1,500;
$5,093; $630 and
$5,483
respectively.

(14) Includes company
car benefits,
annual physical
benefits, financial
consulting, club
dues, amounts
paid for certain
life and health
insurance
benefits, amounts
contributed to
Stephen Strome�s
401(k) Plan
account for the
Company
matching of
employee
contributions,
retirement
account
contribution,
consulting fee
payment and
covenant not to
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compete payment
of $10,526;
$1,265; $2,932;
$9,154; $3,939;
$9,773; $57,600;
$243,590 and
$800,000
respectively.

(15) Includes company
car benefits,
annual physical
benefits, financial
consulting, club
dues, amounts
paid for certain
life and health
insurance benefits
and amounts
contributed to the
named Executive
Officer�s 401(k)
Plan account for
the Company
matching of
employee
contributions of
$15,120; $1,265;
$6,366; $14,000;
$9,074 and
$12,973
respectively.

(16) Includes company
car benefits,
amounts paid for
certain life and
health insurance
benefits, amounts
contributed to
Mr. Braum�s
401(k) Plan
account for the
Company
matching of
employee
contributions,
retirement
account
contribution and
severance
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payment of
$8,069; $3,493;
$14,657; $18,842
and $45,769
respectively.

(17) Includes company
car benefits,
amounts paid for
certain life and
health insurance
benefits and
amounts
contributed to the
named Executive
Officer�s 401(k)
Plan account for
the Company
matching of
employee
contributions of
$9,990; $1,242
and $8,588
respectively.

(18) Subsequent to
year end, on
June 30, 2008,
Handleman
Company
accepted the
resignation of Mr.
Khaled Haram
from his position
as Handleman�s
Senior VP and
CFO effective
July 2, 2008.
Handleman
awarded
Mr. Haram a
one-time
$100,000 bonus
for his
contributions to
Handleman�s sale
of the U.S. music
business to
Anderson
Merchandising, as
announced on
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June 2, 2008, and
his other
contributions
related to
Handleman�s
business
objectives. On
July 2, 2008,
Handleman
appointed
Ms. Rozanne
Kokko as its
Senior V P and
CFO.

(19) As of
November 1,
2006, the amounts
accrued in the
Supplemental
Executive
Retirement Plan
(the �SERP�) were
frozen for all
participants. The
SERP covered a
select group of
management
employees of the
Company. The
computation of
benefits under the
SERP was based
upon a formula
that takes into
consideration
retirement age,
years of service
up to a maximum
of 30 years, and
average annual
compensation
during the highest
five consecutive
years within the
last 10 years of
employment. The
compensation
covered by the
SERP includes all
earnings from the
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Company as
reported on the
employee�s W-2
form, for base
pay, overtime,
and bonus
payments, plus
salary deferrals.
No maximum was
applied to
compensation
covered under the
SERP. A Trust,
established when
the SERP was
first formed in
May 1994 was
fully funded to
meet SERP
obligations.
During the fiscal
year ended
May 3, 2008
SERP payouts
were made to
settle SERP
obligations.
Messrs. Albrecht,
Strome and
Braum received
payouts
amounting to
$54,923;
$3,692,787 and
$342,376,
respectively.
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Outstanding Equity Awards as of Fiscal Year-End May 3, 2008

Option Awards Stock Awards
Equity

Incentive
Plan

Awards:

Equity
Market

or
Incentive Market Payout

Plan
Value

of Value of

Number of Awards: Shares
Equity

Incentive Unearned

Securities
Number

of
Number

of
or

Units
Plan

Awards: Shares,

UnderlyingSecuritiesSecurities
Number

of
of

Stock Number of Units, or

UnexercisedUnderlyingUnderlying
Shares or

Units that
Unearned
Shares, Other

OptionsUnexercisedUnexercisedOption
of Stock

that Have
Units, or

Other
Rights

that

ExercisableOptionsUnearnedExercise Option Have Not Not
Rights that

Have
Have
Not

(12), (13)UnexercisableOptionsPrice Expiration Vested Vested
Not Vested

(7) Vested
Name & Principal Position (#) (#) (#) ($) Date (#) ($) (#) ($)
Albert A. Koch
President and CEO � � � � � � � � �
Khaled Haram � � � � � 5,000 (5) 3,850 15,000 (8) 11,550
Senior VP and CFO � � � � � 2,500 (6) 1,925
Mark Albrecht 2,667 (1) � � 16.93 06/09/2013 � � 21,800 (9) 16,786
Senior VP, HR & Org.
Dev. 7,000 (2) � � 22.46 06/07/2014 � �
Former Executive
Officers of the Company:
Stephen Strome � Former 71,100 (3) � � 15.75 06/12/2011 � � 85,800 (10) 66,066
Chairman and CEO 47,403 (4) � � 11.83 06/03/2012 � �

27,200 (1) � � 16.93 06/09/2013 � �
27,000 (2) � � 22.46 06/07/2014 � �

Thomas C. Braum, Jr �
Former 3,667 (4) � � 11.83 06/03/2012 � � 10,000 (11) 7,700
Executive VP and CFO 4,600 (1) � � 16.93 06/09/2013 � �

10,000 (2) � � 22.46 06/07/2014 � �

(1) Options were
granted June 10,
2003 and vested
33.3 percent per
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year over three
years after date
of grant.

(2) Options were
granted June 8,
2004 and vested
33.3 percent per
year over three
years after date
of grant.

(3) Options were
granted June 13,
2001 and vested
33.3 percent per
year over three
years after date
of grant.

(4) Options were
granted June 4,
2002 and vested
33.3 percent per
year over three
years after date
of grant.

(5) Restricted stock
granted on
April 10, 2006.
Vests on
June 15, 2008.

(6) Phantom stock
granted on
April 10, 2006.
Each share of
phantom stock
is equal to the
economic
equivalent of
one share of
Handleman
Company stock.
Mr. Haram will
received a cash
payment equal
to the value
2,500 shares of
Handleman
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Company
Common Stock
on June 15,
2008 based on
his being in the
employ of
Handleman
Company on
that date.

(7) Number of
shares that are
subject to
performance
conditions.
Number
reported is
based on
achieving target.

(8) Includes 6,800
performance
shares which
vest at the end
of the May 1,
2006 through
May 2, 2009
performance
period and
8,200
performance
shares which
vest at the end
of the April 29,
2007 to the
May 1, 2010
performance
period if
performance
goals are met.

(9) Includes 6,800
performance
shares which
vest at the end
of the May 1,
2005 through
May 3, 2008
performance
period, 6,800
performance
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shares which
vest at the end
of the May 1,
2006 through
May 2, 2009
performance
period and
8,200
performance
shares which
vest at the end
of the April 29,
2007 to May 1,
2010
performance
period if
performance
goals are met.

(10) Includes 26,800
performance
shares which
vest at the end
of the May 1,
2005 through
May 3, 2008
performance
period, 26,800
performance
shares which
vest at the end
of the May 1,
2006 through
May 2, 2009
performance
period and
32,200
performance
shares which
vest at the end
of the April 29,
2007 to May 1,
2010
performance
period if
performance
goals are met.
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(11) Includes 10,000
performance
shares which
vest at the end
of the May 1,
2005 through
May 3, 2008
performance
period if
performance
goals are met.

(12) Mr. Strome�s
right to exercise
his exercisable
stock options
expires on the
option
expiration date.

(13) Mr. Braum�s
right to exercise
his exercisable
stock options
expires
180 days after
his February 18,
2008
resignation.

Board Compensation
Officers of the Company who are Directors do not receive additional compensation for services as a Director. During
fiscal 2008, non-employee Directors received an annual cash retainer of $25,000 payable in four quarterly installments
of $6,250.
During fiscal 2008, each Director received meeting fees of $1,500 for each Board of Directors meeting attended. In
addition, each member on a Committee was paid at the rate of $1,500 for each Committee meeting attended, with the
exception of the Audit Committee Chairman who received Audit Committee meeting fees of $2,500 for each meeting
attended and the Compensation Committee Chairman who received Compensation Committee meeting fees of $2,000
for each meeting attended. Non-committee member Directors who are requested in advance to participate in any
Committee meeting are also paid the committee meeting fee. In addition, the Chief Executive Officer has the
discretion to approve payments up to $500 to independent Directors for incremental services. During fiscal 2008, each
Committee Chairman received an annual fee of $3,500.
Directors are reimbursed for travel and other expenses related to attendance at Board and Committee meetings. In
addition, during fiscal year 2008 the Presiding Director is paid an annual fee of $6,000. Currently, Handleman
Company�s Chairman of the Board is an outside Director (the Chairman and the Chief Executive Officer are
independent roles). During the period that the Chairman is an outside Director there will not be a Presiding Director.
During this period the Chairman will be paid the Presiding Director fee.
The 2004 Stock Plan allows restricted stock grants to non-employee Directors. In September 2007, each
non-employee Director received a 2,000 share grant of restricted Handleman Company stock. These shares vest in
equal increments over three years. In addition, non-employee Directors receive a one-time stock grant of 500 shares
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when first joining the Board. This grant vests 100% three years from the date the Director first joins the Board.
Under resolutions of the Board of Directors presently in effect, if certain Corporate, Division or Subsidiary Officers
should die while serving in such capacity, the Company will pay to the surviving spouse, or if there is no surviving
spouse then to the decedent�s estate, the equivalent of one year�s salary (excluding bonuses) based upon the amount
being received by the decedent at the time of his or her death, in 24 equal monthly installments commencing one
month after death. In the event a Director should die while serving the Company in such position, the Company shall
pay to the deceased�s surviving spouse, or if there is no surviving spouse to the deceased�s estate, the equivalent of one
year�s cash retainer plus any accrued but unpaid board and committee meeting fees that the deceased was entitled to
receive for such services from the Company at the time of his or her death, such amount to be paid in a lump sum one
month from the date of death. In addition, the deceased Director�s outstanding restricted stock grants shall immediately
vest.
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The following table provides information on Handleman Company�s director compensation for non-employee directors
in fiscal 2008:
Director compensation during the Fiscal Year Ended May 3, 2008

Fees Earned or
Paid Stock

in Cash (1) Awards (4) Total
Name ($) ($) ($)
Elizabeth A. Chappell 52,000 15,133 67,133
Eugene A. Miller (2) 61,500 15,133 76,633
P. Daniel Miller (5) 47,000 16,345 63,345
James B. Nicholson (2), (3) 66,000 15,133 81,133
Irvin D. Reid 51,500 15,133 66,633
Lloyd E. Reuss (2), (3) 59,500 15,133 74,633
Adam D. Sexton (6) 20,000 3,623 23,623
Ralph J. Szygenda 45,500 15,133 60,633
Thomas S. Wilson 46,500 1,584 48,084

Total $ 449,500 $112,350 $561,850

(1) Includes all fees
paid in cash
during the fiscal
year ended
May 3, 2008,
including annual
retainer fees,
committee and
chairman fees,
and meeting
fees.

(2) Fees paid in
cash include the
additional
retainer for
serving as a
Board
Committee
Chairperson
paid to
Messrs. Eugene
A. Miller, James
B. Nicholson
and Lloyd E.
Reuss, each of
whom served as
a Committee
Chairperson
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during fiscal
2008.

(3) Fees paid in
cash include the
additional
retainer paid to
Messrs. Lloyd
E. Reuss and
James B.
Nicholson
during fiscal
2008 for serving
as Presiding
Director. For
James B.
Nicholson the
amount includes
fees earned as
Chairman.
(During the
period that an
outside Director
serves as
Chairman there
is no Presiding
Director
position. During
this period the
Chairman will
be paid the fee
normally paid to
the Presiding
Director.)

(4) Amounts
include the
aggregate fair
value of shares
of restricted
stock granted in
fiscal 2005
through fiscal
2008 recognized
as compensation
costs for
financial
reporting
purposes for the
fiscal year
ended May 3,
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2008. The grant
date fair value
for each share
for the fiscal
2005 and fiscal
2006 grants of
$21.40 and
$14.54,
respectively,
were based on
the average of
the high and low
price of
Handleman
Company stock
on the date of
grant. The grant
date fair value
for each share
for the fiscal
2007 and fiscal
2008 grants of
$7.00 and $3.26,
respectively,
were based on
the closing price
of Handleman
Company stock
on the date of
grant. At May 3,
2008,
Ms. Elizabeth
A. Chappell and
Messrs. Eugene
A. Miller, P.
Daniel Miller,
James B.
Nicholson, Irvin
D. Reid, Lloyd
E. Reuss and
Ralph J.
Szygenda each
held 5,333
restricted
shares.
Mr. Adam D.
Sexton had
2,500 restricted
shares.
Mr. Thomas S.
Wilson resigned
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from the Board
of Directors on
March 25, 2008.
As a result
4,001 unvested
restricted shares
held by
Mr. Wilson
were cancelled.

(5) The stock award
amount includes
the aggregate
fair value of
shares of a one
time 500 share
grant to P.
Daniel Miller in
fiscal 2006
recognized as
compensation
costs for
financial
reporting
purposes for the
fiscal year
ended May 3,
2008. The grant
date fair value
for each share
for Mr. Miller�s
fiscal 2006
grant of $14.54
was based on
the average of
the high and low
price of
Handleman
Company stock
on the date of
grant.

(6) The stock award
amount includes
the aggregate
fair value of
shares of a one
time 500 share
grant to Adam
D. Sexton in
fiscal 2008
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recognized as
compensation
costs for
financial
reporting
purposes for the
fiscal year
ended May 3,
2008. The grant
date fair value
for each share
for Mr. Sexton�s
fiscal 2008
grant of $3.07
was based on
the average of
the high and low
price of
Handleman
Company stock
on the date of
grant.

POTENTIAL PAYMENTS UPON A CHANGE IN CONTROL
At the end of the Company�s 2008 fiscal year, the Company had entered into Change in Control Agreements (the
�Agreements�) with Khaled Haram and Mark Albrecht in the event their employment were terminated as a result of, or
in connection with, a change in control (as defined in the Agreements). The Agreements expire December 31, 2008
and are automatically renewed to December 31 of each subsequent year unless and until the Company or the named
Executive Officer sends a written notice of termination to the other party by September 1st. Mr. Haram has left the
Company since the end of the 2008 fiscal year and is no longer eligible to be paid benefits under his Change in
Control Agreement.
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In the event of termination of employment or other specified changes in the employment relationship beginning
90 days before and ending two years after a change in control, the Agreements generally provide for payments of:
(a) All amounts earned or accrued by the Executive through the termination date but not paid as of the termination
date, including base salary or compensation, reimbursement for reasonable and necessary expenses incurred by the
Executive on behalf of the Company during the period ending on the termination date, vacation pay and sick leave;
and
(b) A pro rata bonus for the Company�s current fiscal year in an amount equal to (I) the average of the annual bonus
accrued on behalf of the Executive during the Company�s three (3) full fiscal years ended prior to the Effective Date,
multiplied by (2) a fraction, the numerator of which is the number of days in the current fiscal year through the
Termination Date and the denominator of which is 365; and
(c) The Company shall pay the Executive as severance pay and in lieu of any further compensation for periods
subsequent to the termination date, in a single payment, an amount (the �Severance Amount�) in cash equal to I
(one) times the sum of (I) the Executive�s base salary at the highest rate in effect at any time within one hundred eighty
(180) days prior to the Effective Date, and (2) the average of the annual bonus accrued on behalf of the Executive
during the three (3) full fiscal years ended prior to the Effective Date; and
(d) For twelve (12) months following the Termination Date, the Company shall at its expense continue on behalf of
the Executive and his dependents and beneficiaries the life insurance, disability, medical, prescription, dental and
hospitalization benefits provided to the Executive at any time during the ninety (90) day period prior to the Effective
Date.
In addition, all restrictions on any outstanding incentive awards (including restricted stock and rights to performance
shares and performance units) granted to the Executive under any incentive plan or arrangement shall lapse and such
incentive award shall become 100% vested and all stock options granted to the Executive under any incentive plan or
arrangement will become 100% vested and immediately exercisable.
Based on current salaries and prior bonuses, if Messrs. Haram and Albrecht had terminated their employment as of
May 3, 2008 under circumstances entitling them to severance pay as described above, they would have been entitled
to receive lump sum cash payments of $425,000 and $236,000 respectively. The cost of life and health insurance
benefits for three years following the termination date for Messrs. Haram and Albrecht would have been $44,100 and
$42,600 respectively.
Subsequent to year end, on June 30, 2008, Handleman Company accepted the resignation of Mr. Haram from his
position as Handleman�s Senior Vice President and CFO effective July 2, 2008. Handleman awarded Mr. Haram a
one-time $100,000 bonus for his contributions to Handleman�s sale of the U.S. music business to Anderson
Merchandising, as announced on June 2, 2008, and his other contributions related to Handleman�s business objectives.
Mr. Haram�s Change in Control Agreement expired effective with his resignation. On July 2, 2008, Handleman
appointed Ms. Rozanne Kokko as its Senior Vice President and CFO.

AUDIT COMMITTEE REPORT
The Audit Committee of the Handleman Company Board of Directors is composed of four independent directors. The
Audit Committee is governed by the Audit Committee Charter adopted by the Board of Directors. The Audit
Committee Charter is available on the Company�s website, www.handleman.com, under Investor Relations/Corporate
Governance.
As set forth in the Audit Committee Charter, the Committee is appointed by the Board of Directors to, among other
duties and responsibilities, provide assistance to the Board of Directors in fulfilling its oversight responsibility relating
to the Company�s financial statements and the financial reporting processes; the systems of internal accounting and
financial controls; the internal audit function; the annual independent audit of the Company�s financial statements; the
adequacy and effectiveness of the Company�s financially-related legal, regulatory, and ethical compliance programs;
and any other areas specified by the Board of Directors of potential significant financial risk to the Company. The
Committee is also responsible for hiring, retaining and terminating the Company�s independent registered public
accounting firm. The Committee reports its activities to the Board of Directors on a regular basis.
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Management has responsibility for the Company�s financial statements and financial reporting processes, including the
systems of internal accounting and financial controls. The independent registered public accounting firm is
responsible for performing an independent audit of the Company�s consolidated financial statements in accordance
with generally accepted auditing standards and issuing a report thereon.
The Committee reviews the Company�s financial statements and financial reporting processes on behalf of the Board
of Directors. In fulfilling its responsibilities, the Committee has met and held discussions with management, the
internal auditors, and the independent registered public accounting firm. Management represented to the Committee
that the Company�s consolidated financial statements were prepared in accordance with generally accepted accounting
principles. The Committee has reviewed and discussed the audited consolidated financial statements for the fiscal year
ended May 3, 2008, with management and the independent registered public accounting firm.
The Committee discussed with the independent registered public accounting firm the matters required to be discussed
by Statement on Auditing Standards No. 61, Communications with Audit Committees, as amended. In addition, the
Committee has discussed with the independent registered public accounting firm their independence from the
Company and its management, including the letter regarding its independence provided to the Committee as required
by Independence Standards Board Standard No. 1, Independence Discussions with Audit Committees.
The Committee also discussed with the Company�s internal auditors and independent registered public accounting firm
the overall scope and plans for their respective audits. The Committee met with the internal auditors and independent
registered public accounting firm, with and without management present, to discuss the results of their examinations,
the evaluations of the Company�s internal controls, and the overall quality of the Company�s financial reporting. The
Committee also reviewed and discussed with the independent registered public accounting firm the fees paid to the
independent registered public accounting firm.
The Company�s Chief Executive Officer and Chief Financial Officer also reviewed with the Committee the
certifications that each such officer will file with the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) pursuant to the
requirements of Sections 302 and 906 of the Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002 and the rules and regulations issued by the
SEC pursuant thereto. Management also reviewed with the Committee the policies and procedures it has adopted to
ensure the accuracy of such certifications.
By the members of the Audit Committee of the Board of Directors of Handleman Company:
Eugene A. Miller, Chairman, Elizabeth A. Chappell, Irvin D. Reid and Ralph J. Szygenda

15

Edgar Filing: HANDLEMAN CO /MI/ - Form DEFM14A

Table of Contents 41



Table of Contents

SECURITY OWNERSHIP OF CERTAIN BENEFICIAL OWNERS AND MANAGEMENT
The table below reflects the number of shares beneficially owned by (1) each Director and Director Nominee of the
Company; (2) each Executive Officer of the Company named in the Summary Compensation Table; (3) all Directors,
Director Nominees and Executive Officers as a group; and (4) each person or group owning more than five percent of
the outstanding shares of Handleman Company Common Stock. Unless otherwise noted, the information is stated as
of August 4, 2008 and the beneficial owners exercise sole voting and/or investment power over their shares.

Name of Beneficial Owner Shares Owned
Percent of

Class
Albert A. Koch 21,213 *
Khaled Haram 7,713 (b) *
Mark J. Albrecht 33,794 (a), (b) *
Elizabeth A. Chappell 29,049 (c) *
Eugene A. Miller 27,452 (c) *
P. Daniel Miller 6,500 *
James B. Nicholson 37,214 (c) *
Irvin D. Reid 15,452 (c) *
Lloyd E. Reuss 26,482 (c) *
Adam D. Sexton 2,500 *
Ralph J. Szygenda 11,972 (c) *
All Directors, Director Nominees and Executive Officers as a Group (12
persons) 237,892 (d)
Third Avenue Management LLC 4,220,000 (e) 20.6%
Joseph Harrosh 2,030,700 (e) 9.9%
Aegis Financial 1,595,800 (e) 7.8%
Berg & Berg Enterprises 1,550,000 (e) 7.6%
Dimensional Fund Advisors, Inc. 1,290,000 (e) 6.3%
Donald Smith & Co., Inc. 1,247,100 (e) 6.1%
White Pine Investment Company 1,030,000 (e) 5.0%

* Less than 1 %
of the
Company�s
outstanding
shares of
Common Stock.

(a) The number
shown above as
beneficially
owned by
Mr. Albrecht
includes 9,667
shares which he
has the right to
acquire within
60 days of
August 4, 2008
pursuant to the
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Company�s stock
option plans
(assuming that
the stock price
reaches certain
levels).

(b) The number
shown above as
beneficially
owned by
Messrs. Haram
and Albrecht
includes 771
and 2,765
shares,
respectively,
which have
been credited to
them under the
Company�s
401(k) Plan.

(c) The number
shown above as
beneficially
owned by
Ms. Elizabeth
A. Chappell,
Mr. Eugene A.
Miller,
Mr. James B.
Nicholson,
Dr. Irvin D.
Reid, Mr. Lloyd
E. Reuss and
Mr. Ralph J.
Szygenda
includes 11,500;
5,000; 10,000;
2,501; 8,168,
and 2,500
shares,
respectively,
which they have
the right to
acquire within
60 days of
August 4, 2008
pursuant to the
Company�s stock
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option plans
(assuming that
the stock price
reaches certain
levels).

(d) All Directors,
Director
nominees, and
Executive
Officers as a
group (12
persons)
beneficially
owned 237,892
shares (1.2%) of
the Company�s
outstanding
Common Stock
as of August 4,
2008, including
shares that they
have the right to
acquire within
60 days of that
date pursuant to
the Company�s
stock option
plans and shares
that have been
credited to them
under the
Company�s
401(k) Plan.
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(e) Based on
information filed
with the
Securities and
Exchange
Commission,
(1) Third Avenue
Management
LLC, 622 Third
Avenue, 32nd

Floor, New York,
New York
10017-6715,
owns 4,220,000
shares (20.6%) of
the Company�s
outstanding
Common Stock,
(2) Joseph L.
Harrosh 1457 Via
Di Salerno,
Pleasanton, CA
94566, owns
2,030,700 shares
(9.9%) of the
Company�s
outstanding
Common Stock,
(3) Aegis
Financial
Corporation,1100
North Glebe
Road, Suite 1040,
Arlington, VA
22201-4798,
owns 1,595,800
shares (7.8%) of
the Company�s
outstanding
Common Stock,
(4) Berg & Berg
Enterprises, LLC,
10050 Bandley
Drive, Cupertino,
CA 95014-2188,
owns 1,550,000
shares (7.6%) of
the Company�s
outstanding
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Common Stock,
(5) Dimensional
Fund Advisors,
Inc., 1299 Ocean
Avenue, 11th

Floor, Santa
Monica,
California
90401-1005,
owns 1,290,000
shares (6.3%) of
the Company�s
outstanding
Common Stock,
(6) Donald Smith
& Co., Inc., 152
West 57th Street,
22nd Floor, New
York, NY
10019-3310,
owns 1,247,100
shares (6.1%) of
the Company�s
outstanding
Common Stock,
and (7) White
Pine Investment
Company, 17199
Laurel Park
Drive, N. Suite
#209, Livonia, MI
48152, owns
1,030,000 shares
(5.0%) of the
Company�s
outstanding
Common Stock.
Management does
not know of any
other person who,
as of August 4,
2008, beneficially
owned more than
5% of the
Company�s
Common Stock.

II. PROPOSAL TO APPROVE THE LIQUIDATION AND DISSOLUTION OF HANDLEMAN COMPANY
Background of the Proposal
Handleman Company, a Michigan corporation, is the successor to a proprietorship formed in 1934, and to a
partnership formed in 1937. From that time, Handleman Company operated as a category manager and distributor of
prerecorded music and console video game hardware, software and accessories to leading retailers in the United States
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(�U.S.�), United Kingdom (�UK�) and Canada.
In recent years, music industry sales have declined at double-digit rates as the industry was impacted by digital
distribution, downloading and piracy. In addition, the Company�s gross margins were compressed because
lower-margin promotional products became a greater proportion of annual sales. This level of continued erosion of
CD music sales is expected to continue into the foreseeable future. In response to this dramatic decline, the Company
implemented significant cost reduction plans to reduce expenses and streamline operations. These plans included work
force reductions; the consolidation of the operations of two U.S. automated distribution facilities into one facility; the
reduction of benefits programs and realignment of medical plans; initiatives to reduce customer product returns; and
various other cost cutting initiatives. However, the reduction in music sales volume and loss of gross margin outpaced
the Company�s ability to reduce overhead costs and the Company experienced steep operating losses in the past two
fiscal years.
The Company�s customers have responded to the decline in music industry sales by contracting the amount of retail
space devoted to music sales. Additionally, the Company violated certain debt covenants within its credit agreements
in the fourth quarter of fiscal 2008, which ended May 3, 2008. Those violations were cured soon thereafter by an
amendment to the credit facilities. In recent months, trade creditors have expressed concern about whether the
Company might be contemplating or be required to file a bankruptcy proceeding. As a result, the Company became
concerned about whether it would have access to sufficient financing and vendor credit to meet its business needs.
The continuing decline of the music distribution industry in North America and Europe has caused a reduction in the
Company�s gross margins and its ability to meet all of its debt obligations. Although the Company has taken numerous
steps to reduce its cost structure, it has been unable to reduce costs to the extent required to achieve profitable
operations.
As a result of concerns about the prospects for the music business and the availability of financing, on June 2, 2008,
Handleman announced that it was exiting the music business in North America and that it had sold a portion of its
U.S. inventory and its U.S. music business related to Wal-Mart to Anderson Merchandising (�Anderson�). Handleman
also announced that it would work with its other non-Wal-Mart U.S. customers to achieve a smooth transition to
another music supplier. This transition occurred prior to the end of August 2008. Further, Handleman announced that
it had executed a definitive agreement with Anderson for the sale of all of the inventory and fixed assets and all
operations of its Canadian subsidiary, Handleman Canada. The sale of the assets of Handleman Canada received the
required Canadian regulatory approval in August 2008. The closing occurred on September 2, 2008.
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Further, Handleman has reached an agreement in principle with Tesco Stores Limited (�Tesco�) in the UK regarding the
sale of certain of its Handleman UK assets and operations. The closing is scheduled to occur in September 2008. In
addition, Handleman closed on the sale of A2M assets in July 2008 for $357,000, which primarily included inventory
and intellectual property.
As a public company, the Company�s administrative cost structure is, in the judgment of management and the Board of
Directors, too great to support the reduced operations of the Company. After careful consideration of all relevant
factors, the Board of Directors has come to the unanimous determination that a dissolution of the Company is fair to
and in the best interests of Handleman and its shareholders. The Board has further determined that the best way to
maximize shareholder value is through the adoption of the Plan of Liquidation set forth in Appendix C to this proxy
statement. Such Plan of Liquidation authorizes the Company to sell or otherwise dispose of all of its remaining
property and assets upon terms set by the Board of Directors. The proceeds of any transactions consummated under
the Plan of Liquidation will then be used to pay all of the Company�s claims and obligations, with any remainder
distributed to the Company�s shareholders.
Shareholder approval of the Company�s dissolution is required by Michigan law, pursuant to which the Company is
organized. The affirmative vote of a majority of Handleman�s outstanding Common Stock will be required to approve
the dissolution and Plan of Liquidation.
The Board of Directors has unanimously approved the dissolution of Handleman, has declared it advisable and
unanimously recommends that you vote or give instruction to vote �FOR� the dissolution and Plan of
Liquidation.
Summary of the Plan of Liquidation
This summary briefly describes the material terms of Handleman�s proposed dissolution and Plan of Liquidation. This
information is provided to assist shareholders in reviewing this proxy statement and considering the proposed
dissolution and Plan of Liquidation, but it does not include all of the information contained elsewhere in this proxy
statement and may not contain all of the information that is important to you. To understand fully the dissolution and
Plan of Liquidation being submitted for shareholder approval, you should carefully read this proxy statement,
including the accompanying copy of the Plan of Liquidation attached as Appendix C in its entirety.
The Plan of Liquidation authorizes the Company to sell or otherwise dispose of all of its property and assets. This
liquidation is expected to commence as soon as practicable after approval of the dissolution and Plan of Liquidation
by the Company�s shareholders. Any sales of Company assets will be made in private or public transactions and on
such terms as are approved by the Company�s Board of Directors. The Company does not anticipate soliciting any
further votes of the shareholders with respect to the approval of the specific terms of any particular sale of assets
approved by the Company�s Board of Directors.
If the Plan of Liquidation is approved by the shareholders, the Company anticipates that the Company�s activities will
be limited to actions the Company deems necessary or appropriate to accomplish the following:

� selling, collecting, or otherwise realizing the value of the Company�s remaining assets;

� as provided in the Plan of Liquidation, paying or adequately providing for the payment of all claims and
obligations of the Company;

� if there are insufficient assets to satisfy the Company�s known and unknown liabilities, paying all such
liabilities according to their priority and, among claims of equal priority, ratably to the extent of assets legally
available;

� filing a Certificate of Dissolution with the Department of Labor and Economic Growth of the State of
Michigan;

� distributing to the Company�s shareholders, ratably in proportion to their interests, any proceeds remaining after
the distribution of those funds necessary to satisfy claims and obligations against the Company;

Edgar Filing: HANDLEMAN CO /MI/ - Form DEFM14A

Table of Contents 48



� winding up the Company�s remaining business activities; and

� making tax and other regulatory filings.
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Pursuant to the Plan of Liquidation, the Company will use the proceeds of such sales to pay or make provision for
payment of the entirety of the Company�s indebtedness and other obligations, prior to any distributions being made to
the Company�s shareholders.
The Company does not anticipate that any significant regulatory approvals will be required in connection with the
Plan of Liquidation.
If the Company�s shareholders do not vote to approve Handleman�s dissolution and Plan of Liquidation, the Board of
Directors will explore what, if any, alternatives are available for the future of Handleman. The Board of Directors
believes, however, the dissolution and liquidation of the Company pursuant to the Plan of Liquidation is the best
alternative available.
Other Information Relating to the Proposal.
Approval of Handleman�s dissolution and Plan of Liquidation will require the affirmative vote of holders of a majority
of Handleman�s outstanding Common Stock. Approval of Proposal III (adjourning the meeting if necessary) requires
the affirmative vote of holders of a majority of Common Stock present or represented by proxy at the annual meeting
and voting on the proposal.
The Company cannot assure you that the proceeds it receives from the liquidation contemplated under the Plan of
Liquidation will be sufficient to pay or provide for the claims and obligations of the Company. As such, the Company
cannot assure you that you will receive any of such proceeds.
If you do not want the dissolution and Plan of Liquidation to be approved, you must abstain, not vote or vote against
it. Shares represented by proxy cards received in time for the annual meeting that are properly signed, dated and
returned without specifying choices will be voted �FOR� this proposal. You should be aware, however, that if the
dissolution and Plan of Liquidation are not approved, Handleman will not be authorized to dissolve and liquidate.
Whether or not you vote against it, if the dissolution and Plan of Liquidation are approved, all Company shareholders
will be entitled to their pro rata portion of proceeds, if any, distributed to shareholders pursuant to the Plan of
Liquidation.
If the dissolution and Plan of Liquidation are not approved, Handleman will not be authorized to dissolve and
liquidate. If sufficient votes to approve the dissolution and Plan of Liquidation are not available at the meeting, or if a
quorum is not present in person or by proxy, the Board of Directors or Chairman of the Board may seek to adjourn or
postpone the meeting to continue to seek such approval.
ABSTAINING FROM VOTING OR NOT VOTING, EITHER IN PERSON OR BY PROXY OR BY VOTING
INSTRUCTION, WILL HAVE THE SAME EFFECT AS A VOTE AGAINST THE DISSOLUTION AND PLAN
OF LIQUIDATION PROPOSAL.
If your broker holds your shares in its name and you do not give the broker voting instructions, Financial Industry
Regulatory Authority rules prohibit your broker from voting your shares on the dissolution and Plan of Liquidation
proposal or the proposal to adjourn or postpone the annual meeting to solicit additional proxies. This is known as a
�broker non-vote.� Abstentions or broker non-votes will have the same effect as a vote against the dissolution and Plan
of Liquidation proposal. Abstentions or broker non-votes will not be counted as votes for or against the proposal to
authorize management to adjourn or postpone the annual meeting, as the vote required to approve this discretionary
authority is a majority of the common shares present in person or by proxy and entitled to vote.
If your shares are held in �street name,� consult your broker, bank or other nominee for instructions on how to revoke
your proxy or change your vote. If an executed proxy card is returned by a broker, bank or other nominee holding
Common Stock that indicates that it does not have discretionary authority to vote on the proposals, the Common Stock
will be considered present at the meeting for purposes of determining the presence of a quorum but will not be
considered to have been voted on the proposals. Your broker, bank or other nominee will vote your shares only if you
provide instructions on how to vote by following the information provided to you by such broker, bank or other
nominee.
Under Michigan law, shareholders are not entitled to dissenters� rights of appraisal in connection with
Handleman�s dissolution and liquidation.
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Status of Current Asset Sale Activity
Handleman�s remaining operations include Crave Entertainment Group, Inc. (�Crave�), a full-service distributor of video
game software, hardware and related accessories, and a specialty video game publisher; Handleman UK Limited
(�Handleman UK�), a UK-based distributor and store merchandiser of music, video, books, computer games and other
products; Artist to Market Distribution (�A2M�), an independent music distributor that works directly with branded
artists and artists� management to streamline the supply chain and deliver new music product to the marketplace at a
lower cost; and REPS LLC (�REPS�), a national in-store merchandiser.
Handleman retained the investment banking firm W.Y. Campbell & Company in April 2008 for the purpose of
exploring a possible sale or other strategic options for Crave. In June 2008, an Offering Memorandum was completed
and the Company began actively marketing Crave for sale at that time. In the first quarter of fiscal 2009, the Company
also broadened the scope for W.Y. Campbell & Company to include strategic initiatives related to REPS as well.
Further, Handleman has reached an agreement in principle with Tesco Stores Limited (�Tesco�) in the UK regarding the
sale of certain of its Handleman UK assets and operations. The closing is scheduled to occur in September 2008. In
addition, Handleman closed on the sale of A2M assets in July 2008 for $357,000, which primarily included inventory
and intellectual property.
Risk Factors to Be Considered in Connection With the Plan of Liquidation
There are a number of factors that the Company�s shareholders should consider when deciding whether to vote to
approve Handleman�s dissolution and Plan of Liquidation, many of which could have substantial effects on the value
(or existence) of distributions ultimately made to the shareholders pursuant to the Plan of Liquidation. Such factors
include the following:
The Company cannot determine with certainty whether there will be distributions to shareholders.
The Company cannot determine at this time the amount of distributions to its shareholders pursuant to the Plan of
Liquidation. This determination depends on a variety of factors, including, but not limited to, the amount required to
settle known and unknown debts and liabilities, the resolution of litigation, and other contingent liabilities, the net
proceeds, if any, from the sale of our remaining assets, and other factors. As a result, we cannot determine with
certainty the amount of distributions to our shareholders.
Handleman cannot assure that distributions to shareholders will not be delayed.
If the Company�s shareholders approve Handleman�s dissolution and Plan of Liquidation, the Company intends to
promptly sell or collect on its assets and pay its liabilities. There are a number of factors that could delay any
distribution to shareholders, including the following:

� delays in payment, or arrangement for payment or compromise, of Handleman�s liabilities or obligations, if any;

� lawsuits or other claims asserted against the Company; and

� unanticipated legal, regulatory or administrative requirements.
The Board of Directors may delay implementation of the Plan of Liquidation, even if dissolution is approved by the
Company�s shareholders.
Even if Handleman�s dissolution is approved by the Company�s shareholders, the Board of Directors has reserved the
right, in its discretion, to delay implementation of the Plan of Liquidation if it determines that doing so is in the best
interests of Handleman and its shareholders. The Board of Directors is, however, unaware of any circumstances under
which it would do so, unless obligated to do so by law, regulation or court order.
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The Company may not be able to settle all of its obligations to creditors.
The Company has current and future obligations to creditors. As part of the wind-down process, the Company will
attempt to settle those obligations with its creditors. The Company cannot assure you that it will be able to settle all of
these obligations or that they can be settled for the amount it has estimated for purposes of calculating the likely
distribution to shareholders. If the Company is unable to reach an agreement with a creditor relating to an obligation,
that creditor may bring a lawsuit against the Company. Amounts required to settle obligations or defend lawsuits in
excess of the amounts estimated by the Company will reduce the amount of remaining capital available for
distribution to shareholders.
Handleman cannot assure that it will have adequate financing arrangements with its lenders.
Handleman believes that cash provided from operations and the sale of assets could provide sufficient liquidity to fund
the Company�s day-to-day operations provided that the Company is able to sell its remaining assets within a reasonable
period of time. If the Company is unable to sell its assets in a reasonable period of time, or if the Company receives
substantially less than anticipated, the Company could be forced to seek protection under bankruptcy laws.
Handleman cannot assure the successful sale of its remaining assets or that the sale of its assets will be at anticipated
terms.
While Handleman is reasonably confident that it will be able to successfully sell its remaining assets, it cannot make
any assurances that there will be a reasonable demand for these assets. With the decline in the music and video
industries, Handleman faces risks that further declines of sales in its operating markets will hinder its ability to
successfully sell its assets.
Handleman anticipates that sales of its remaining assets will be made on terms that are approved by the Board of
Directors and may be conducted by competitive bidding, public sales or privately negotiated sales. The prices at which
the Company will be able to sell these assets will depend largely on factors beyond the Company�s control, including,
without limitation, the condition of financial markets, the availability of financing to prospective purchasers of the
assets, public market perceptions and limitations on transferability of certain assets. Because some of the Company�s
remaining assets, particularly intellectual property assets, may decline in value over time, the consummation of the
sale of these assets in time to generate meaningful value is critical. In addition, the Company may not obtain as high a
price for its illiquid assets as might have been obtained were the Company not seeking strategic alternatives for its
various business operations.
Handleman must resolve matters related to its Pension Plans.
Handleman�s U.S. and Canadian pension plans are at risk related to the current economic downturn. To the extent that
Handleman�s pension plans have investments in volatile instruments, Handleman is at risk that its pension plans will be
underfunded at any given time. Handleman is currently in the process of immunizing its pension funds thereby
removing a significant portion of the economic risk. Handleman will increase the funds� investments in bonds,
decreasing the funds� equity exposure. This significantly reduces asset/liability mismatch risk. While immunization
would reduce Handleman�s risk related to the fluctuating market, Handleman will still be subject to certain risks. If
Handleman elects to terminate its pension plans, Handleman faces the risk that the pension plans would be
significantly underfunded. If the pension plans are underfunded, then Handleman would be required to contribute cash
to meet the shortfall. If Handleman elects not to terminate the funds, but does not want to continue to actively fund the
pension plans, then Handleman would be required to purchase a non-participating group annuity contract for all
participants. If Handleman purchases a non-participating group annuity contract, Handleman would be required to pay
a large amount of cash to do so. Handleman�s options, with the exception of purchasing a non-participating group
annuity contract, increase Handleman�s regulatory risk that Government regulators may force the plans� termination,
which would require a large cash contribution to the Plan.
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Handleman foreign subsidiaries will have to pass a Solvency Test in order to remit a dividend to Handleman
Company, the parent company.
As foreign operations are sold and cash is generated, Handleman must establish that its foreign subsidiaries are
solvent prior to them paying a dividend to Handleman. To the extent that Handleman Company is relying on this
dividend as part of its cash management efforts, a foreign subsidiary�s inability to remit the dividend could create
substantial financial risks for Handleman�s liquidity. As the insolvency test relates to Handleman Canada, Handleman
may have to meet its obligations related to the Canadian pension plan prior to the Canadian subsidiary remitting a
dividend. As it relates to Handleman UK, Handleman Company may have to resolve all outstanding vendor payment
disputes prior to the UK subsidiary remitting a dividend to Handleman. If foreign subsidiaries remit a dividend to
Handleman during a period when such foreign subsidiaries are considered insolvent, then the Directors of those
subsidiaries may be subjected to legal consequences, for which Handleman would have to provide them with
indemnification.
Handleman�s inability to retain the services of its current personnel may impact its ability to successfully sell the
assets of the Company.
Handleman�s ability to successfully sell the assets of the Company is dependent, in large part, upon its ability to retain
its remaining personnel. The retention of qualified personnel is particularly difficult under the current circumstances.
While Handleman has offered its critical employees retention and severance plans, there is no legal obligation that
would require the employee to remain employed at Handleman. In the event critical employees decided to terminate
their employee relationships with Handleman, Handleman would have to retain outside consultants to perform their
duties or offer a premium salary in order to hire employees to work for the Company.
Handleman may eventually rely on outside consultants and advisors to perform critical functions.
As Handleman progresses in the sale of its assets, it may become more dependent on outside consultants and advisors
to perform critical functions. While Handleman anticipates that it will maintain Handleman employees in certain
critical accounting, finance and tax positions, Handleman may have to rely on consultants, outside legal counsel and
other contractors to perform day-to-day tasks. There is a risk that these non-Handleman employees will have interests
and arrangements that may be different from our shareholders� interests, including, but not limited to, other client
priorities and relationships with entities that we may do business with in the future.
Dissolution Under Michigan Law
Section 804 of the Michigan Business Corporation Act (the �MBCA�) provides that a corporation may dissolve upon the
recommendation of dissolution by the corporation�s Board of Directors followed by a favorable vote of the holders of a
majority of the outstanding shares of the corporation entitled to vote. Following such approval, the dissolution will be
effected by filing a certificate of dissolution with the State of Michigan. Once a Michigan corporation is dissolved, its
existence is automatically continued solely for the purpose of winding up its business. The process of winding up
includes:

� Collecting its assets;

� Selling or otherwise transferring assets which are not to be distributed to the shareholders;

� Paying its debts and other liabilities; and

� Doing all other acts incident to the liquidation of its business and affairs.
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Subject to the limitation that the existence of the Company after the filing of the certificate of dissolution is to be
limited to purposes related to the winding-up of the business, pursuant to Section 834 of the MBCA the day-to-day
corporate governance of the Company will remain largely unaffected. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing,
the filing of the certificate of dissolution does not in any way affect the following:

� The duties of the Directors (directors of the corporation are not deemed to be trustees of the Company�s assets
and shall be held to no greater standard than existed prior to the filing of the Certificate of Dissolution);

� Title to the corporation�s assets;

� The corporation�s pre-Certificate of Dissolution voting requirements;

� The ability of the corporation�s shares to be transferred; or

� Legal suits or actions brought by or against the corporation.
The MBCA includes procedures pursuant to which written notice may be given to existing claimants of a dissolved
corporation. Such notice must include a description of the information that must be included in a claim, the mailing
address where claims may be sent, the deadline, not later than six months after the effective date of the notice, by
which the dissolved corporation must receive the claim and a statement that claims will be barred if not received by
the deadline. The MBCA also includes procedures pursuant to which the dissolved corporation may publish notice of
dissolution, stating that claims that are not brought within one year of the publication date will be barred. Subject to
certain specified exceptions, claims that are not brought within such periods will be barred.
Under Section 855a of the MBCA, before making a distribution to its shareholders, a dissolved corporation must pay
or make provision for its debts, obligations and liabilities. Provision must also be made for the payment of debts,
obligations and liabilities anticipated to arise after the effective date of the dissolution, but no provision need be made
for any claim reasonably expected to be barred after notice or publication as provided above. After payment or
provision for debts, obligations and liabilities, the remaining assets of the dissolved corporation are to be distributed to
shareholders in accordance with their respective interests.
Certain U.S. Federal Income Tax Consequences
The following discussion is a general summary of certain U.S. federal income tax consequences of the Plan of
Liquidation to Handleman and to current holders of the Company�s common shares who are �United States persons,� as
defined in the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the �Code�), and who hold such shares as �capital assets,� as
defined in the Code. The discussion does not purport to be a complete analysis of all of the potential tax effects of the
Plan of Liquidation. Tax considerations applicable to a particular shareholder will depend on that shareholder�s
individual circumstances. The discussion addresses neither the tax consequences that may be relevant to particular
categories of shareholders subject to special treatment under certain U.S. federal income tax laws (such as dealers in
securities, banks, insurance companies, tax-exempt organizations, mutual funds, financial institutions, broker-dealers,
regulated investment companies, real estate investment companies, real estate mortgage investment conduits and
foreign individuals and entities) nor any tax consequences arising under the laws of any state, local or foreign
jurisdiction. In addition, the discussion does not consider the tax treatment of partnerships or other pass-through
entities or persons who hold the Company�s shares through such entities.
The discussion is based upon the Code, U.S. Department of the Treasury regulations, rulings of the Internal Revenue
Service (the �IRS�) and judicial decisions now in effect, all of which are subject to change or to varying interpretation at
any time. Any such changes or varying interpretations may also be applied retroactively. The following discussion has
no binding effect on the IRS or the courts, and assumes that the Company will liquidate substantially in accordance
with the Plan of Liquidation.
The Company can give no assurance that the tax treatment described herein will remain unchanged. No ruling has
been requested from the IRS with respect to the anticipated tax treatment of the Plan of Liquidation, and the Company
will not seek either such a ruling or an opinion of counsel with respect to the anticipated tax treatment. If any tax
consequences or facts prove not to be as anticipated and described herein, the result could be increased taxation at the
shareholder level.
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This discussion of certain U.S. federal income tax consequences was not intended or written to be used as, and cannot
be used by you, in the purpose of avoiding penalties that may be imposed on you. This discussion was written to
support the solicitation of your vote or as instructions to vote your Common Stock.
Shareholders are urged to consult their own tax advisors as to the specific tax consequences to them in connection
with the Company�s dissolution and the Plan of Liquidation, including tax reporting requirements, the applicability and
effect of foreign, federal, state, local and other applicable tax laws and the effect of any proposed changes in the tax
laws.
Consequences to Handleman
Handleman may recognize gain or loss on the sale or other taxable disposition of any of its assets (including most
in-kind liquidation distributions to its shareholders, if any) pursuant to the Plan of Liquidation to the extent of the
difference between the amount realized on such sale (or the fair market value of the asset) and its tax basis in such
asset.
Consequences to Shareholders
Gain or Loss on Liquidation. Amounts received by shareholders pursuant to the liquidation will be treated as full
payment in exchange for their Common Stock. As a result of the Company�s liquidation, a shareholder generally will
recognize gain or loss equal to the difference between (i) the amount of cash and/or fair market value of property
distributed to such shareholder, reduced by any known liabilities assumed by the shareholder or to which the
distributed property is subject, and (ii) such shareholder�s tax basis in the Common Stock.
A shareholder�s gain or loss will be computed on a �per share� basis, so that gain or loss is calculated separately for
blocks of Common Stock acquired at different dates or for different prices. Each liquidation distribution will be
allocated proportionately to each share of Common Stock owned by a shareholder and will be applied first to recover
a shareholder�s tax basis with respect to such share of Common Stock. Gain will be recognized in connection with a
liquidation distribution allocated to a share of Common Stock only to the extent that the aggregate value of all
liquidation distributions received by a shareholder with respect to that share exceeds such shareholder�s tax basis for
that share. Any loss generally will be recognized only when a shareholder receives the Company�s final distribution to
shareholders and then only if the aggregate value of the liquidation distributions with respect to a share of Common
Stock is less than the shareholder�s tax basis for that share. If a shareholder is required to return any distribution, any
payments by a shareholder in satisfaction of any contingent liabilities of the Company which are described in greater
detail elsewhere in this proxy statement, would produce a loss in the year paid. Gain or loss recognized by a
shareholder in connection with the Company�s liquidation generally will be capital gain or loss, and will be long-term
capital gain or loss if the share has been held for more than one year, and short-term capital gain or loss if the share
has not been held for more than one year. Long-term capital gain of non-corporate taxpayers may be subject to more
favorable tax rates than ordinary income or short-term capital gain. The deductibility of capital losses is subject to
various limitations.
Back-Up Withholding. Unless a shareholder complies with certain reporting and/or Form W-9 certification procedures
or is an exempt recipient under applicable provisions of the Code and Treasury Regulations, he, she or it may be
subject to back-up withholding tax with respect to any payments received pursuant to the liquidation. The back-up
withholding tax is currently imposed at a rate of 28%. Back-up withholding generally will not apply to payments
made to some exempt recipients such as a corporation or financial institution or to a shareholder who furnishes a
correct taxpayer identification number or provides a certificate of foreign status and provides certain other required
information. If back-up withholding applies, the amount withheld is not an additional tax, but is credited against the
shareholder�s U.S. federal income tax liability.
The Board of Directors has unanimously adopted the Plan of Liquidation and unanimously recommends that
you vote �FOR� the approval of Plan of Liquidation.
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III. THE ADJOURNMENT PROPOSAL
The adjournment proposal allows the Board of Directors or the Chairman of the Board, in their discretion, to submit a
proposal to adjourn the annual meeting to a later date or dates, if necessary, to permit further solicitation of proxies in
the event, based on the tabulated votes, there are not sufficient votes at the time of the annual meeting to approve the
dissolution and Plan of Liquidation.
Consequences if Adjournment Proposal is not Approved
If an adjournment proposal is presented at the meeting and is not approved by the shareholders, the Board of Directors
or the Chairman of the Board may not be able to adjourn the annual meeting to a later date in the event, based on the
tabulated votes, there are not sufficient votes at the time of the annual meeting to approve the dissolution and Plan of
Liquidation. In such event, Handleman will not be able to dissolve and liquidate.
Required Vote
Adoption of the adjournment proposal requires the affirmative vote of a majority of the issued and outstanding shares
of Common Stock represented in person or by proxy at the annual meeting.
The Company�s Board of Directors unanimously recommends that the Company�s shareholders vote �FOR� the
approval of the adjournment proposal.

IV. RATIFICATION OF APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT REGISTERED PUBLIC ACCOUNTING
FIRM

Grant Thornton LLP and PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP served as the independent registered public accounting firms
for the Company. Grant Thornton LLP reported on the Company�s consolidated financial statements for the fiscal year
ended May 3, 2008. PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP reported on the interim consolidated financial statements for the
first, second, and third quarters of the fiscal year ended May 3 2008 and reported on the Company�s consolidated
financial statements for the fiscal year ended April 28, 2007.  For fiscal years 2008 and 2007, the Company�s
independent registered public accounting firm was appointed by the Audit Committee.  The Board of Directors
concurred with that selection in an advisory capacity.
The Sarbanes-Oxley Act requires that each corporation�s audit committee be directly responsible for appointing the
independent registered public accounting firm. The Audit Committee has selected Grant Thornton LLP as the
Company�s independent registered public accounting firm for the fiscal year ending May 2, 2009. The Board of
Directors has concurred in an advisory capacity with that selection.
As a matter of good corporate governance, the Audit Committee has elected to submit its selection of the independent
registered public accounting firm to the shareholders for ratification.
In the event the shareholders do not ratify this appointment, the Audit Committee will reconsider whether to engage
Grant Thornton LLP, but may ultimately determine to engage Grant Thornton LLP or another independent registered
public accounting firm without re-submitting the matter to the shareholders.  
Even if the appointment is ratified by the shareholders, the Audit Committee, in its discretion, may appoint a different
independent registered public accounting firm at any time during the year if the Audit Committee determines that such
a change would be in the best interests of the Company and its shareholders.
The Audit Committee considers Grant Thornton LLP well qualified, with offices or affiliates in or near the Company�s
locations in the U.S. and other countries where the Company operates.
The lead and concurring partners of Grant Thornton LLP assigned to audit the Company rotate off the engagement
after five years, and may not recur on the engagement for five years.
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Representatives from Grant Thornton LLP will be present at the Annual Meeting of Shareholders and will be provided
the opportunity to make a statement at the meeting if they desire, and will also be available to respond to appropriate
questions.
THE BOARD RECOMMENDS THAT YOU VOTE �FOR� THE RATIFICATION OF THE APPOINTMENT
OF GRANT THORNTON LLP AS THE COMPANY�S INDEPENDENT REGISTERED PUBLIC
ACCOUNTING FIRM FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING MAY 2, 2009.
Independent Registered Public Accounting Firm Fees:
The following table presents fees for professional audit services performed by Grant Thornton LLP and
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP for the audit of the Company�s annual consolidated financial statements for fiscal year
2008 and 2007 and for the review of the Company�s interim consolidated financial statements for each quarter in fiscal
years 2008 and 2007 and for tax and all other services performed in fiscal years 2008 and 2007:  

Fiscal Year
Ended

Fiscal Year
Ended

May 3, 2008 (5)
April 28, 2007

(5)
Audit Fees (1) $ 1,375,976 $ 1,831,029
Audit-Related Fees (2) 151,712      164,982
Tax Fees (3) 102,567      127,570
All Other Fees (4)  1,500 15,965

Total $ 1,631,755 $ 2,139,546

(1) Includes
recurring audit
of consolidated
financial
statements
including
statutory audits
in accordance
with the
standards of the
Public Company
Accounting
Oversight Board
(United States);
services related
to SEC
registration
statements and
financial
reporting; and
fees related to
Sarbanes-Oxley
Section 404.

(2) 
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 Audits of
employee
benefit plans
and accounting
consultations.

(3) Includes tax
return review
and tax planning
services.

(4) Comperio
subscription fee.

(5) Included in the
audit amounts
shown above is
$803,000 for the
fiscal year
ended May 3,
2008 for
services
performed by
Grant Thornton
LLP.  Included
in the
audit-related
amounts shown
above are
$151,712 and
$51,000 for the
fiscal year
ended May 3,
2008 and the
fiscal year
ended April 28,
2007,
respectively, for
services
performed by
Grant Thornton
LLP. 

The Audit Committee�s current practice on approval of services performed by the independent registered public
accounting firm is to pre-approve all audit services and permissible non-audit services to be provided, providing the
opportunity to assess the impact of the service on the auditor�s independence.  In addition, the Audit Committee has
delegated authority to grant certain pre-approvals to the Audit Committee Chairman.  Pre-approvals granted by the
Audit Committee Chairman are reported to the full Audit Committee at its next regularly scheduled meeting.
In fiscal 2008 all non-audit services were pre-approved by the Audit Committee.
The Audit Committee determined that the non-audit services provided (and the fees billed for such services) by Grant
Thornton LLP and PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP during fiscal 2008 and 2007 were compatible with maintaining their
independence.
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V. OTHER MATTERS
Other Proposals:
Neither the Company nor the members of its Board of Directors intend to bring before the Annual Meeting any
matters other than those set forth in the Notice of Annual Meeting, and they have no present knowledge that any other
matters will be presented for action at the meeting by others. However, if any other matters properly come before the
meeting, it is the intention of the persons named in the enclosed form of proxy to vote in accordance with their best
judgment.
Shareholder Proposals for the 2009 Annual Meeting:
A shareholder proposal that is intended to be presented at the 2009 Annual Meeting of Shareholders must be received
by the Company at its principal executive offices by May 8, 2009.
By Order of the Board of Directors,

James B. Nicholson
Chairman of the Board of Directors
Dated: September 5, 2008

PLEASE VOTE. YOUR VOTE IS VERY IMPORTANT.
Promptly returning your proxy will help to reduce the cost of this solicitation.

27

Edgar Filing: HANDLEMAN CO /MI/ - Form DEFM14A

Table of Contents 61



Table of Contents

Appendix A
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT THE ANNUAL MEETING AND VOTING

Below are commonly asked questions relating to the purpose of a Proxy Statement and specific questions relating to
Handleman Company�s Annual Shareholders� Meeting. We hope the answers that follow provide you with the
information you need to vote your shares.

Number
What is a proxy? 1
What is a Proxy Statement? 2
Who can vote? 3
What is the quorum requirement of the Annual Meeting? 4
What am I voting on? 5
What are the voting recommendations of the Board? 6
What if other matters are presented for determination at the Annual Meeting? 7
What vote is required to elect the Directors? 8
What shares are covered by my proxy card? 9
What is the difference between holding shares as a shareholder of record and as a beneficial owner? 10
How do I vote? 11
What is the effect of not voting? 12
What can I do if I change my mind after I vote my shares? 13
How do participants in the Handleman Company 401(k) Plan vote their shares? 14
How do shareholders of record vote their shares if they are also participants in the Handleman
Company 401(k) Plan? 15
What does it mean if I get more than one proxy card? 16
Will there be a management presentation at the Annual Meeting? 17
Who can attend the Annual Meeting? 18
What do I need to attend the Annual Meeting? 19
Can I bring a guest? 20
Who will count the vote? 21
How much did this proxy solicitation cost? 22
How do I recommend someone to be a candidate for election as a Director at the 2009 Annual
Meeting? 23
When are shareholder proposals due for the 2009 Annual Meeting? 24
Where can I find a copy of the Audit Committee Charter, Corporate Governance and Nominating
Committee Charter, Compensation Committee Charter, Corporate Governance Guidelines and Code of
Business Conduct and Ethics for Handleman Company? 25
Can I access the Proxy Statement and 2008 annual report on the Internet  instead of receiving paper
copies? 26
How do I obtain more information about Handleman Company? 27

A-1
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1. Q: What is a proxy?

A: A proxy is another person that you legally designate to vote your shares. If you designate someone as your
proxy in a written document that document is also called a proxy or proxy card.

2. Q: What is a Proxy Statement?

A: It is a document that SEC regulations require Handleman Company to give to you when we ask you to sign a
proxy card to vote your shares at the Annual Meeting. The Proxy Statement summarizes the information you
need to know to intelligently vote your shares.

3. Q: Who can vote?

A: You can vote at the Annual Meeting if you were a shareholder of record as of the close of business on
August 4, 2008. If you own the Company�s Common Stock, then you are entitled to one vote per share.

4. Q: What is the quorum requirement of the Annual Meeting?

A: A majority of the outstanding shares on August 4, 2008 constitutes a quorum for voting at the Annual
Meeting. If you vote or attend the meeting, your shares will be part of the quorum. On the record date,
20,450,893 shares of Handleman Company�s Common Stock were outstanding.

5. Q: What am I voting on?

A: You are voting on the:
(1) proposal to elect two nominees for Director: Eugene A. Miller and Adam D. Sexton for three-year terms

expiring in 2011,

(2) proposal to adopt the Plan of Liquidation,

(3) proposal to adjourn the Annual Meeting in the discretion of the Board if there are not sufficient votes to
approve the Plan of Liquidation, and
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